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Flayizys s

Konono No.1
Congotronics
Crammed Discs
In Fabruary the
Matherland fnally
got its own MTV
Ghannel: vive i5 nev-
= LGN S, thera
Mind-  may be just ane TV
far every 16 people
In sub-Saharan
Africa, but az a
vehichs for boaosting
regonal cufiire and
pushing AlDS info, MTV-Basa
Africa |z good rews, And if its
programming is amything like the
Honono No, 1 video olio that
intrepid blogs ke the Suburbs Are
Hilbriy L5 wiene linking 10 earier this
wear, we sugoest petticning your
cable provider immediataly,

Alas, i won't e Konana Hull
name: Cvzhestre Tout Puissant
Likernba Konona Mo, 1 de
Mingiedi) is & 25-plus-yasr-old
atrest band basad in the warweary
city of Kinshasa—in the Democratic
Fepublic of Congo-—thal jems an
thumib planos and junkyard percus-
sion ampified with crude DIY gear
designed to whack through the
city's noise like 2 machete. The
resuiling mix s a buzzing, franticaily
hypaetic sound-clash of ancient
and modern: folk music beyond
National Geogmphic, industrial
music born of practical rather than
metaphoncal necessity. In ather
waonds, just the thing 1o sand
Western aesthetes info & franzy,

mElling
noise-funi
frosm the
Congo

though probably not the sort ot
mirmzr Africans will demand from
fheir TRL.

Wihatever, Congalranics s
rhwythenically red-hot, full of tran-
scendent builds that DJ aficiona-
dog will feal i their bones, and i
comas vig the Belgian labsl that
mickaifizd Mabhmouwd Ahrmed's Ere
Ieia Mela (the mind-piowing 'T0s-
funk comp that spurmed the East
African crate-diggers series
Ethiopiques), Bebel Gilberta's
creamy mova boesa nova, and Zap
Masma's Pegmy-inflected hip-hop
soul. it may not do for Africen pop
what Sunny Ade and Fala Kuti did
in tha 'BOs. Byl as Konong tour
with Tortolse and get remixed by
Bjtrk's laptopping pal, Matthew
Herbert. it might do for Cangolese
folktronica what Dipio's Favels on
Blast mix did for Brazilian bare
funk=—iniroduce a mus ta alien
fans happy to dig It on fts own art-
brut terme. After &8, MTV globalism
am't af it's cracked up 1o be
'WILL HEAMES
Grade: B+



